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INTRODUCTION
The Agama and the Nigama

THE present publication entitled the Pacardtraraksa is
the third work of the Paficaratra Agama, published by
the Adyar Library. Among the great scriptures of the
Hindus, the Agama (also known as the Tantra) and
the Nigama (well known as the Veda) are considered
to be the most sacred and authoritative. They enshrine
vital teachings of the greatest value and the highest
significance. The Agama is fundamentally a sadhana-
Sastra—Science of Self-realization. For the benefit of
its votaries—sadhaka-s or updsaka-s—it prescribes a
particular way of life and a practical course of self-
discipline in conformity with the theoretical teachings
of its philosophy. It also governs, to a considerable
degree, the forms of worship performed in the temples
and the religious rituals performed in the homes. Both
Agama and Nigama have their own divisions and sub-
divisions. The Nigama is divided into the four Veda-s,
well known as Rk, Yajus, Sama and Atharva. The
Agama has its three divisions: Saiva, Sakta and
Vaisnava. Each of these has sub-divisions of its own.
The present work belongs to the Pafcaratra school or
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sub-division of the Vaisnava Agama. It is an autho-
ritative exposition and a vigorous vindication of the
fundamental teachings of this school as also of the
discipline, the form of worship and the way of life
prescribed for those who desire to regulate their lives
according to its teachings.

The late Sir John Woodroffe and his collaborators
in Bengal have made valuable contributions to the
critical study of Saiva and Sakta Agama-s—especially
of the latter—in a number of publications issued by
them about two decades ago. As regards the Vaisnava
Agama-s, a great pioneering work in this field was
accomplished by Dr. F. Otto Schrader, a past Director
of the Adyar Library, when, in 1916, he published his
monumental work entitled Introduction to the Pdficaratra
and the Ahirbudhnya Samhiti together with two volumes
of the Sanskrit text of the Samhita edited by the late
Sri Devasikhamani Ramanujacharya, the then Head
Pandit of the Adyar Library (Nos. 4 and 5 in the
Adyar Library Series). ¢ The publication of the Akir-
budhnya Samhiti by the Adyar Library’, he then wrote,
“has been undertaken with a view to starting investi-
- gations in a branch of Sanskrit literature which was
once cultivated in countries as far distant from each
other as Kashmir, Orissa and Mysore, but is now
practically extinct except in a very few places of
Southern India where considerable remnants of it are
still being preserved and partly even studied.” The
- position remains nearly the same even now. It does
scem strange that the critical study of the works of
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this school as well as of the other schools of Agama
literature should still remain a comparatively unex-
plored field; for, as stated above, the day-to-day
ritualistic life and temple-worship of the modern
Hindus are based mostly on the Agama teachings and
traditions, notwithstanding the almost universal esteem
and veneration with which the Nigama or the Veda-s
are held as the revealed scriptures or the self-revealed
frutt. For the past hundreds of years, the Vedic sacri-
fices or yajfia-s have largely given place—sspecially in
South India—to resplendent rituals of temple-worship-
based on the Agama-s. So too the rituals of Vedic
worship at the domestic fire-altars of the ancient Aryans
have largely given place to worship practised according
to the teachings and traditions of the Agama-s. In
both cases, certain elements of the sacrificial rituals as
practised by the ancient Aryans of the Vedic period
have been incorporated into the rituals of temple and
domestic worship as practised in recent times. In any
case, it is correct to say that the living religion of the
- generality of Hindus of today is one that is based on
the Agama-s—Saiva, Sikta or Vaisnava—which incul-
cate the wbrship of Siva, Sakti or Visnu through symbols
and images consecrated according to the sacred texts.
and traditions of the respective Agama-s. According
to the eminent scholar, the late P. T. Srinivasa Iyengar,
‘ the Agama-s, like the Upanisad-s, were the ultimate
development of the Brahmana-s, though they contained
other elements besides; hence the followers of the
Agama schools sought to prove their orthodoxy by
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interpreting the Upanisad-s in accordance with their
own tenets. They even gave the name of Samhiti to
them, as also the name Smrti, thus indicating their
claim to be, what they really were, based on and
regularly evolved from tradition. This movement gave
birth to most of the later Upanisad-s, which unlike the
earlier ones do not denominate the Supreme Being
Param Brakma, but are expressly Vaisnava, Saiva or
Sakta in their tone and are probably in many cases
but Agama-s under the name of Upanisad-s. Many of
the Agama-s themselves are called Upanisad-s, though
not included in the recognized 108.1

‘ The Bhagavadgiti which is called an Upanisad, also
the Smrti, par excellence, and the Svetasvatara Upanisad
are works of Vedanta, but show clear traces of the
influence of the Agama-s. Garbe has pointed out the
influence of the Bhagavata ( Vaisnava) Agama-s on the
former. The latter bears equally clear traces of the
influence of the Saiva cult. Both works seem to be
due to an ancient synthesizing movement in which was
attempted a higher standpoint than the monism of the
Upanisad-s, the pluralism of the Samkhya and the
VaiSesika and the three fativa-s (triple reality) of the
Agama schools, a standpoint from which all three can
be reconciled and treated as different aspects of the
higher point of view.’

1 The - Vaispava, Saiva and Séktz?t Upanisad-s with the
commentary of Sri Upanisad Brahma Yogin, have been published
as Nos. 8, 9 & 10 of the Adyar Library Series.
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The Agama-s in general claim to be based on the
Nigama or Veda. There is also the view that both
are derived from a common root or Mila Veda. Harita,
for example, states in his Dharma-§astra that Sruti is
of two kinds, the Vedic and Tantric (or Agamic):
gRommEl o | gl FRer) IRk @R 3% In later
times, however, there seems to have arisen a school
which held that the Agama was inferior to, and less
authoritative than the Nigama and that the Agama
path was only for those who were not equal to treading
the Vedantic path. Itis to refute this view that, about
ten centuries ago, Sri Yamuniacarya, the father of the
. Vaisnava Viéistadvaita school of Sri Ramainuja, seems
to have found it necessary to write his famous work,
the Agama-pramanya, for upholding the view that Agama
is as authoritative as the Nigama or Veda—a view
acceptable to all the three great Acarya-s—Sri Samkara,
Sri Ramanuja and Sri Madhva—so far as we may infer
such a view from the fact that they were the greatest
Vedantin-s as well as the most devout followers of the
Agama path. It is this fact that has been referred to
in the following statement of the late P. T. Srinivasa
Iyengar:

- “The influence of the Agama-s or Tantra-s, as they
are more familiarly known, on Indian life has been
profound. The living Hindu religion of today from
Cape Comorin to the remotest corners of Tibet is
essentially Tantric. Even the few genuine Vedic rites
that are preserved and are supposed to be derived
straight from the Veda-s, e.g. the samdhya, have been
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modified by the addition of Téntric practices. Equally
profound has been the influence of the Agama-s on the
development of Vedanta philosophy. Samkara was a
professed Sikta and his Advaita exposition of the
Vedanta, though overtly independent of the Sakta
Agama-s, is influenced by Tantric theories and his
discipline by Tantric practices. Ramanuja who,
according to Dr. Thibaut, expounds a less forced form
of Vedanta and more near to the ideas of Badarayana,
the author of the Vedanta Sitra-s, than Samkara, was a
Vaisnava and regarded the Vaisnava Agama-s as.
authoritative, though he too seldom quotes them to
support his exposition. Madhva is so much under the
Agama influence that his Bhdsya is but a string of
Agama texts with a few words thrown in here and
there to connect them.’

Subject-Matter

As regards the general contents of Agama litera-
ture, the subject-matter is generally dealt with under
four heads, namely jiana (knowledge which is Release
or mukti), yoga (concentration on one subject), kriya@
(Action—including all actions from laying the founda-
tions of the temple to the completion of the sacred
edifice and the installation of the images therein,
according to prescribed rules) and carya (performance
of daily worship, other rites, rituals, and festivals, etc.
according to prescribed methods). Though this divi-
sion into four pada-s or sections is the general plan,
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there is considerable variation in the different works in
respect of the stress laid on and the proportion of space
devoted to a particular section or sections. In many
works, 1t is the practical portion, namely the kripa- and
carya-pada-s that are dealt with at great length. So far
as the teaching regarding the ultimate reality is con-
cerned, all schools agree in postulating the existence of
three realities (or {fativa-s): (1) a Supreme Being,
(2) individual souls, (3) objective universe. The names
given to these three ultimate realities or fatfva-s differ
in different schools, but the doctrine of tativa-trayam is
accepted by all schools. Likewise, they all agree in
holding that the world is a reality and not mithya
(unreality). The view regarding the unreality of the
world as postulated by maydvadin-s is absent from the
philosophy of the Agama-s. Bhakti, personal devotion
to the world-mother or world-father or world-mother
and father (dampati-jagatampati), is another feature that
characterizes all the Agama schools. To quote again
from the late P. T. Srinivasa Iyengar:

‘ The root of this attitude of Bhakti to a Supreme
Being can be traced to that spirit of the vedic Rsi-s,
which made them praise as the Highest, whatever God,
high or low, they happened to invoke at any time—the
spirit which Max Miller has labelled Henotheism.
The development of the Agama schools gave a great
impetus to Bhakti by concentrating the attention on
one Deva and this resulted in an extreme development
of Bhakti, a devotion that expressed itself in an absorb-
ing love—a complete self-surrender. . . . This devotional
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movement has, as in other countries, given a great
stimulus to Art; Temple architecture, especially in
Southern India, and Lyric (devotional) poetry, especi-
ally Sanskrit, Tamil and Hindi have reached a high
order of perfection. . . . Music, Dancing (natya) and
gesticulation (abhinaya) have also been evolved under
the influence of religious devotion.’

As regards the significance and import of the word
pafcardtra, several views have been propounded. These
have been discussed on pages 24 to 26 of Dr. Schrader’s
Introduction to the Paficaratra. His conclusion is that the
name ° Paficaritra’ is traceable to the central doctrine
of this school which has reference to ‘ the Paficaritra
Sattra of Narayana [spoken of in Satapatha-brikmana,
XIII. 6. 1] interpreted philosophically as the fivefold
self-manifestation of God by means of His Para, Vyiha,
Vibhava, Antaryamin, and Arci forms. This would
well agree with the statement of the Akirbudhnya Samhita,
at the end of the eleventh Adhyaya, that the Lord
Himself framed out of the original Sastra “ the systém
_(tantra) called Paficardtra describing His [fivefold]
nature [known] as Para, Vytha, Vibhava, etc.”’
[i.e. Antaryamin and Arcd]. He also states that, in
regard to the topics dealt with in the Paficaratra-§astra
in general, ‘ the scientific student will probably find it
best to distinguish the following ten:

(1) Philosophy;

(2) Linguistic occultism (mantra-Sastra) ;

(3) Theory of magical figures ( yantra-sastra); -
(4) Practical magic (mayd-yoga) ;
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(5) Yoga;

(6) Temple-building (mandira-nirmana) ;

(7) Image-making (pratisiha-vidhi);

(8) Domestic observances (samskara, ahnika);
(9) Social rules (varnasrama-dharma);
(10) Public festivals (uwtsava).’

As has been stated already, the Pancaratra litera-
ture, like the literature of the Agama-s generally, has
not yet been studied by the generality of modern
‘Orientalists and critical scholars—Indian and European
—to the same extent and in the same scholarly way
that the literature of the well-known six schools of
philosophy (including the Vedanta) have been. The
Agama-s enshrine a system of philosophy which has
certain special and unique features distinct from those
found in the schools of Vedinta and other well-known
Dar$ana-s or schools of philosophy. In regard to the
philosophy of the Paiicaratra system, it was Dr. Schrader,
who undertook, for the first time, a critical study of .
all available literature on the subject and published
the monumental reference-work already mentioned,
namely Introduction to the Paficaratra. A masterly exposi-
tion is contained on pages 27 to 93 of this publication,
where the subject is dealt with under the following six
heads, and to which those interested are referred for
details: |
(1) Nights and days of Narayana (The Supreme

Reality); '
(2) Higher or ¢ Pure’ creation (Evolution: First
stage) ; | ‘
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(3) Intermediate creation (Evolution: Second
stage) ;

(4) Lower Primary creation (Evolution: Third
stage) ; |

(5) Secondary or ¢ Gross’ creation;

(6) Nature and destiny of the soul.

Agama Literature

The Agama-s have generally been treated as rakasya -
(secret, esoteric or occult science). Of the many works
mentioned as the authoritative scriptures of these
schools—108 Paficaratra Agama-s, 28 Saiva Agama-s
and 77 Sakta Agama-s are so mentioned—only a few
have been printed so far. The names of many others
quoted in certain commentaries on extant Samhiti-s
have not yet become available even as manuscripts.

Each of the three schools—Saiva, Sakta, and
Vaisnava—have further divisions and sub-divisions
(Upa-Agama-s).

Saiva Agama-s

The literature of the Saiva school is Intimately
related to that of the Sikta school. The school is
designated as ‘ Saiva’ because the name given therein
to the Supreme Being is ¢ Siva ’ regarded as the World-
Father, the final Cause of the Universe. Under the
Saiva Agama (also known as the Maheévara Agama)
come the following well-known divisions:
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Y. The Pasupata School. The Pasupati-sitra-s and
writings attributed to Haradatticarya and Lakuli$a
(or Nakulifa) are considered as the authoritative works
of this school.

2. The Siddhanta or Saiva Siddhanta School. This is
the living religion of a considerable section of Tamilians
in South India. Among the authoritative works of
this school are the well-known twenty-eight Saiva
Agama-s, Nilakantha’s bhdsya on the Vedanta-sitra-s
(usually referred. to as Saiva Viistidvaita) and an
extensive literature in Tamil written during the last
1500 years or more by Saiva Acirya-s of the Saiva
Siddhinta school. Among the twenty-eight Saiva
Agama-s, the Kamika, Karapa, Suprabheda and Vathila
are considered specially authoritative.

3. The Pratyabhijfia School of Kashmir. Among the
authoritative works of this school are the Siva-sitra-s of
Vasugupta, Spandakarika of Kallata, Sivadrsti of Soma-
nandanatha and the Pratyabhijfia-sitra of Utpala. (The
Pratyabhijfihrdaya of this school was published in 1938
as No. 19 of the Adyar Library Series.)

Sakia Agama-s -

This school is designated as ¢ Sakta’ becausé the
name given herein to the Supreme Being is Sakt,
regarded as the World-Mother: Among the founda-
tional works of this school is the Sakti-sitra-s from which
quotations are cited by Bhaskarardya in his commen-
tary on the Lalitasahasranama—a very popular work on

B
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the thousand names of the World-Mother designated
as Lalita. As has been stated already, Sir John Wood-
roffe and his collaborators in Bengal have publislied a
number of Tantra-s of this Agama. Under this School
(also known as Devi Agama) come the five Subhigama-s,
sixty-four Kauligama-s and eight Mifra Agama-s.
The Saundaryalakari, attributed to Sri Samkaracarya, a
popular work in use for daily devotions and ‘updsand,
belongs to this school. An authoritative edition of
this work by the late Pandit S. Subrahmanya Sastri of
the Adyar Library was published by The Theosophical
Publishing House, Adyar. He also edited another
popular work of this school, the Varivasyarahasya of
Bhaskararaya (with the author’s own commentary),
published in 1941 as No. 28%f the Adyar Library Series.

Vaisnava Agama-s

- This school is designated as ‘Vaisnava’ because
the name given herein to the Supreme Being is ¢ Visnu °,
‘ Vasudeva’ or ‘ Nardyana’, regarded as the World-
Father, or Sriman N ardyana where Sri and Narayana
are regarded as one—World-Father and Mother.

Under the Vaisnava Agama-s come the two schools
of Vaikhanasa and Paficaritra Agama-s which govern
temple-worshlp in Vispu temples. The present publi-
cation s a work of the Paficaritra school: The
€mphasis in Vaikhanasa and Paficaritra rituals of
worship is stated to be on 'Vedlc and Tantnc forms
respectiv ely. . S—
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- The origin of the Vaikhinasa Agama-s is attributed
to Vikhanas or Brahma himself who revealed the Sastra
through his four disciples Atri, Marici, Kasyapa and
Bhrgu, each of whom wrote a Samhita of his own. Of
these, the Atri- and Marici-samhiti-s are already printed
and published by the authorities of the Sri Venkatesvara
temple at Tirupati where worship is according to the
Vaikhanasa Agama. The Bhrgu-samhita also is expected
to be soon published by the same authorities. Further,
a number of works of this School—about ten in number
—have been published mainly in Telugu script, in the
Vaikhinasa Granthamala Series, Madras. A work
under the title of Vaikhanasa-Ggama and attributed to
‘Marici was edited by K. Sambasiva Sastri .and
published in 1935 as No. 121 in the Trivandrum
Sanskrit Series. It is interesting to note that Sri
Vedanta Defika, the celebrated author of the present
work on the Paficaratra school (of which he
was a devoted follower) has written a work about

the Vaikhinasa Agama also. This work is entitled
Sajjanavaibhava. | ' -

As regards the literature of the Paficaratra system,
Dr. Schrader gives a synopsis of no less than 215
Sambhita-s, listed as works of this school (vide pp. 6 to
11 of his Introduction to the Paficaratra). He also adds:
‘ There are further a number of Samhiti-s quoted or
mentioned by name which seem to be different from
-those of the lists. . . . A complete list should some day
:reveal many more names.” Only eleven of these were
“available to Dr. Schrader in_print when he published
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his Introduction to the Pafcaratra in 1916. Of these, he
gives the following details on pages 12 and 13:

‘ The editions of Samhita-s, most of which are now
not easily obtained, are the following eleven:

1. Itvara Semhitd, Telugu, Sadvidya Press, Mysore,
1890, Yogi Parthasarathi Aiyyangar.

2. Kapifijala Samhita, Telugu, Kalyana-kumara-
vilasa Press, Tirukkovalir, no year, Yogi, etc. (see 1).

3. Pardsara Samhita, Telugu, Vagisvarl Mudrak-
sara Sila Press, Bangalore, 1898, Iyunni Raghavacarya.

4. Pdadma Tantra, Telugu, 1891, rest as in 1.

5,6. Brhad Brakma Samhiti: (5) Telugu, Sii-
venkate$varanilaya Press, Tirupati, 1909, no name;
(6) Devanigari; Anandasrama Press, Poona, H.N. Apte.

7. Bharadvaja Samhita, Telugu, no year, restasin 1.

8. Laksmi Tantra, Telugu, 1888, rest as in 1.

9. Visnutilaka, Telugu, Bangalore, 1896, Raghava-

10. Sriprasna’ Samhita, Grantha, Mangalavilisa
Press, Kumbakonam, 1904, J. Ramasvami Bhattacarya.

11. Sattvata Samhita, Devanagari, Sudarsana Press,
Conjeeveram, 1902, P. B. Anantacariar.

[A portion of the Akirbudhnya Samhita in Telugu
characters is not worth description.]
| With the exception of Brhad Brahma Samhita all of
-these need re-editing, a critical edition of 4, 8, and 11
being partlcularly desirable.’

A few additions have been made since then. These
are the Ahirbudhnya Samhita published as No. 4 of the
Adyar Library Series, Fayakhya Samhita and Parama
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Samhita published as Nos. 54 and 81 in the Gaekwad’s
Oriental Series.t

The origin of the Paficaratra Agama is traced to
the Supreme Being, Sriman Nirayana, who is stated to
have revealed the Sastra to Narada, gindﬂya and other
Maharsi-s, through Sanaka and other Great Ones
residing in Svetadvipa, °The White Island’. In any
case, it is held that references to Paficardtra occurring
in the Ghandogya-upanisad,® Satapatha-brahmana,® Rama-
_yana,* and Mahibharata,® point to the great antiquity of
this Sastra.

[* A Devanagari edition of the Laksmi Tantra (No. 8) has also
been brought out as Adyar Library Series No. 87.]
2 e WIRIS g3ae qrAdeAgdae Jgdy , TEEgaer amd
At 3E fisd ufd 39 By amaEag @Eay . . . . 2 (VIL L)
“Oh! Sanatkumira, I have learnt the Rgreda, Yajurveda,
Samaveda, Atharvana, . . .. Ekdyana, etc.” The term ‘Ekdyana’ is
taken to mean Paijicaratra.
39 gg gETRE amUs JATAIRT |
Satapatha-brahmana, XI1I. 6. 1. 1.
4 Qa3 TEUSEAT 7 |
rafa AR B wgfye asika ag 1
Ramayana, Uttarakanda, Sarga 7, verse 16.
5 giwd gt mEUs FFREFA 7 | |
FraT-aafer sta Sy 99T g ) |
Mahabharata, Santiparvan, chap. 359, verse 1.
The whole section of this Parvan called the Narayaniya (chaps.
344-61) has references to this topic.
€ wAfad gagantead |
AIANEAFAA gEUARRa ||
AT TRQASAETT IT |
ibid., Santiparvan, 348.62-3.
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There are also references in ancient works like the
above to the Sattvata and Bhagavata schools of the
Vaisnava Agama; but, in his Sribhdsya, the great com-
mentary on the Vedanta-sitra-s, Sri Rimianuja treats the
three terms—Bhigavata, Sittvata and Paficaratra—as
being almost synonymous.

| The Author

The author of the present publication is Sri Ven-
katanatha, the thrice-greatest Acarya, reverently referred
to by his devoted followers as Vedanta Desika or
Nigaminta Guru, and well known to fame under the
titles of Kavitarkikasimha, Vedantacarya and Sarva-
tantrasvatang‘:ra: ‘Master of Sciences, Arts, Crafts and
all other branches of knowledge’. The most erudite
scholar of his time, both in Sanskrit and Tamil lore;
the composer of many mellifluous and soul-stirring
hymns; brilliant logician and controversialist; the
author of exquisite poetry and superb prose; a dramatist
of unique excellence; the profoundest philo.éophf:’r of his
age; an incomparable expounder and teacher; a jidnin
wondrously wise; a bhakta beloved of the elect; a
prapanna and saint, adored by his followers as God’s
own, our author was a versatile genius and a literary
luminary of the first order who lived a full and hallowed
life, extending over a century from A.p. 1268-9 to
A.D. 1369-70. An excellent and concise account of his
life and works has appeared in vol. II-of the Guliural
Heritage of India in the article on ‘The Historical
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Evolution of Sri Vaisnavism in South India’ by Sri
V. Rangacharya, to whom I am indebted for the
following extract ':

" ¢ In the history of Vaisnavism the name of Vedanta
Desika (or Venkatanatha) is second only to that of
Rimanuja. He was the son of Sri Anantasiiri of Tuppil
near Conjeevaram, by Totairamba, the sister of Atreya
Ramianuja or Kidambi Appillar, and was born in
A.D..1269. Tradition regards him as the incarnation of
the bell of the Lord of Tirupati. Educated and trained
by his uncle, he mastered all known religious literature
by his twentieth year, and entered the life of a house-
holdér. From about 1290 to 1369, that is, for more
than three quarters of a century, Vedanta Desika
enriched the Vaisnava world with his teachings and
writings. Spending his days as a poor and resigned
householder at Tiruvahindrapuram (near Cuddalore),
Conjeevaram, Srirangam (where he successfully defended
ViSistadvaita from the attack of rivals), Mysore, and
elsewhere, he obtained a reputation which led to his
own apotheosis in course of time. It is not possible
here even barely to enumerate his writings, which
number more than a hundred. They are characterized
by versatility, beauty of style and thought, ethical
fervour, and deep spiritual insight. As a poet, philo-
sopher and thinker, as a controversialist and popu-
larizer, he was equally great. His works were both in

1pp. 96-8. This extract has since been revised by the
author at my request. |
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Sanskrit and Tamil and included original compositions
as well as commentaries. They can be divided into
nine headings or classes: (1) Panegyrics of a devotional
character on different deities or Acarya-s; (2) Treatises
in elaboration of the Vidistadvaita system; (3) Works
in Tamil and Sanskrit, reconciling the teachings of the
Alvar-s with those of the prasthanatraya, (4) Secret doc-
trines of Vaisnavism; (5) Original Tamil poems on
various subjects; (6) Epic poems in Sanskrit; (7) Dia-
lectical works directed against rival schools; (8) Trea-
tises on practical daily routine and (9) Miscellaneous
treatises. The first set includes the Garudadandaka,
Garudapaficisat, Hayagriva-stotra, Devandyakapaiicasat, Gopa-
lavimsati, Sristuti, Varadarajapaiicasat, Raghuviragadya, Yati-
rajasaptati (on Ramanuja), Adbhitistava, and fifteen other
works. Amongst the philosophic treatises on Ubhaya-
Vedanta may be mentioned the following: Adkikarana-
darpana, Gitabhisya-tatparya-candrika, Vedarthasamgraha-
oyikhyana, Bhasya on Liavasya-upanisad, Nigamaparimalam,
Dramidopanisat-tatparya-rainavali, Tattvatika (an extensive
gloss on the Sribkasypa), Adhikarana-saravali (a series of
Sanskrit verses summarizing the discussions of the
various sections of the Vedanta-sutra-s), Nyayaparisuddhi
and Nydyasiddhafijana (textbooks of Visistadvaita logic),
Sesvara-mimamsé (2 commentary on Jaimini’s work
tracing the relationship between the Parva and Uttara
Mimamsa-s and refuting the common theory that the
former is atheistic), and Tattvamukiikalipa (an elaborate
and critical discussion of the nature of the universe in
the hight of the Visistadvaita philosophy, together with

-
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an explanatory gloss on it called Sarvarthasiddhi). Desika’s
lectures on the ideals and daily practices of Srivaisnavism
were embodied in the allied treatises of Saccaritra-raksa,
Rahasya-raksa, Paficaratra-raksa (the present publication),
Niksepa-raksa, Gitarthasamgraha-raksa, etc. which remain
even today the most classical and authoritative works
on the subject. In explanation of the mantra-s (which,
together with the bhdsya-s and the prabandha-s, form the
triple basis of Srivaisnavism) he wrote, in the Mani-
pravila style, the Tattva-padavi, Rahasya-padavi, Tativa-
navanita, Rahasya-navanita, 7Tattva-ratnavali, Parama-pada-
sopana, Rahasya-traya-sara, and twenty-five other works,
thereby clearly analyzing, elaborating, and strengthen-
ing the views of Ramanuja. For the sake of lay people
he wrote the series known as Mummanikkova:, Panduppa,
Kalalpa, Ammanaippa, Usalpa, Esalpa, Adaikkalappattu,
etc. In his Saiadisani he refuted Advaitism from many
standpoints. He also composed the Vedantic drama
Samkalpa-siryodaya. It consists of ten Acts and is un-
rivalled in allegorical literature for dignity, grandeur,
and intellectuality.  Desika further composed the
Kavya-s of the Hamsa-samdesa, and Yadavabhyudaya. In
the name of the first of these works there is a signi-
ficance. The hamsa (swan) was the form in which
Visnpu taught the Paficaratra doctrine. The last-
named work is a fine and elegant poem which won the
admiration of the renowned Appaya Diksita in the
sixteenth century, and made him compose a valuable
commentary on it. The Padukasahasra is a poem of
one thousand verses on the Lord’s lotus-feet, or rather
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his wooden sandals. Desika also composed, in addition
to his orlgmal prabandha-s (DeSika-prabandha) in Tamil,
an eclaborate commentary called the ¢ Seventy-four
Thousand , which is lost. Amongst the miscellaneous
works of the great saint, mention may be made of the
Subhdsita-nivi and other ethical treatises written for a
chief of the Andhra country, the Silparthasara on art
and architecture, the Rasa-bhaumamrta and Vrksabhau-
mamrta on medicine, and the Vairagyapaficaka which he
addressed to Vidyaranya in praise of resignation when
he was pressed to come to Vijayanagar under the
sunshine of royal patronage. It is not surprising that
Vedanta Deéika was called in his own age Kavitarkika~-
simha, the lion of poets and philosophers, and Sarva-
tantrasvatantra, the master of all science and knowledge.
Many incidents can be cited to show the innate beauty
of character of this ideal saint, scholar and man. Not
the least of his services was his saving the Srutaprakasika
from the chaos which followed the sack of Srirangam
in 1327. This is the reason why his name as Vedanta-
cirya is invoked by all Srivaisnava-s without sectarian
bias in beginning the study of the Sribhdsya.’

Manuscript Material

In preparing the text of the present edition,. six
palm-leaf manuscripts and five printed editions were
secured for the purpose of collation and critical exami-
nation. All were found to contain many scribal and
other errors. Of the printed editions, three were in
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Grantha characters, one in Telugu and one in Deva-
nagari. . All the Grantha editions, though printed at
different times, give almost the same readings. The
Telugu edition gives some variant readings and the
text contains fewer errors than the texts of the Grantha
editions. The help; obtained from the Devanagari edition
was found to be very limited. While the editors have
selected for their text the readings which seemed to
them best, they have also give'n in footnotes variant
readings for the purposes of comparison and examina-
tion by other scholars. The following is a summary of ‘
the description of collated texts:

1.1 ka. Printed in Grantha characters in Vllambl
Samvatsara (Kali 4999, a.p. 1899). On the front-page,
it bears the inscription: T@IX tmmmmsﬁmgwgaﬁm
4izd: | Found to contain many mistakes.

2. ka (a). Printed cdition in the Adyar Library in
Grantha script, published sixteen years earlier than ka in
the Citrabhinu Samvatsara (Kali 4983, A.n. 1882-83)
in Cennapuri in the Vyavaharatarangini Press. As in
the case of the previous edition, the front-leaf bears the
inscription: @ YAERE: ReFaggulaq @EF WE
gigdisd a#a: . Almost all the corrections given in the errata
of the edition designated jka have been incorporated in
this edition. | |

1 This belongs to Sri T. Vcnugopalacharya the Joint Editor.
Sri M. Duraiswami Aiyangar, the editor, has also a copy contain~-
ing almost identical readings. Hence, these two copies are taken
as one. '
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3. kha. Palm-leaf MS. procured from the Govt.
Oriental - MSS. Library, Madras. No. D. 5280.
Good Writing. This seems to have been copied about
92 years ago by one Tirumalai Vedantaramanujacarya
on palm-leaves in only twelve days. At the end of the
MS., it is written: ¥’4o Feqsg GrAY FIGFAEET THISE
A T AT FAfTR s wHEAifdt graeh sEaend Fag )

ATFUAE Pigdr gAraeEamEd |
afsasr Re: TraeTr aeanaRaay ||

Comparing the mistakes found in the manuscript
with those found in the printed editions, it looks as
though this MS. was used as the basis of the printed
editions. The MS. is undamaged and almost complete.
In three or four places, a few words are found missing
either through the mistake of the scribe or through
the deficiency in the original MS. of which this is
a copy.

4. ga. Palm-leaf MS. obtained from the Govt.
Oriental MSS. Library, Madras; bears the shelf-
number (M. 49-1) D. 5281. Complete. It is not
known when and by whom it was copied. It may
either be of the same age as kha or slightly later than
that. There is not much difference in readings between
this and £ka. The traditional colophon zfi R af+FRzer
gia=r@a=er. . . . is found neither at the end nor elsewhere
in the manuscript.

5. gha. Palm-leaf manuscript obtained from the
Govt. Oriental MSS. Library, Madras, No. R. 42927.
Comparing the leaves and writing of this MS. with
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those of £/a and ga which were copied about a hundred
years ago, it looks as though this MS. is older by
about 300 yéars. Fortunately, till now its leaves have
neither been perforated by insects, nor worn out with
age. The present edition is based mostly on the
readings of this MS. which were found to be the best
available. Many acceptable readings found here are
not found in other MSS, or printed editions.

6. fia. Fairly old; belongs to the Govt. Oriental
MSS. Library, Madras; written on palm-leaves; shelf-
number M. 34-3; generally resembles gha in readings.
From the damaged state of some leaves, it seems to be
older even than gha. Several folia at the beginning are
missing, and some are injured at the corners. The
letters are slightly indistinct. This MS., which was
apparently not accessible to earlier editors and which
has already undergone decay due to age, was fortunately
secured in time for the good readings given therein to
be utilized in the present edition.

7. ca. Printed twenty-three years ago (A.n. 1919)
at Bangalore in Telugu characters by Tappal Venkata-
carya. In point of readings as well as the style of
printing, this is somewhat better than the Grantha
editions noticed before.

8. cha. Palm leaf MS. obtained from the Govt.
Oriental Library, Mysore, No. 2498. Clearly written;
complete; resembles gha and 7ia very much in readings.
The name of scribe and date of writing not known;
perforation by insects has just set in; this must have
been copied later than gha and 7a. |



XXX $RT PANCARATRARAKSA

9. ja. Palm leaf MS. obtained from the Govt.
‘Oriental Library, Mysore, No. 3028. Incomplete; time
of copying and name of scribe not noted. About the end
of the second Adhikara which ends: &@w =z aFa=3
Tgg: | @ =T @ Wik | @i L L L . °; some lines are missing.

10. jha. From what is known so far, this appears
to be the first printed edition of the Pddcardtraraksa.
It was edited by Veliyanir Sankhapuram Sri Riaghava-
carya and Kondamir Koyilunni Sri Righaviacarya,
and printed, at the request of Kumbhakonam Tattai
Sri Krsnamicarya, by Madapiisi Parthasirathyacarya
in Vikrama Samvatsara (a.p. 1880) in Madras in the
Vyavaharatarangini Press. Printed over sixty years
ago, this seems to have formed the basis for the Grantha
editions mentioned before. A list of errata of eight
pages is added at the end. Still the credit for bringing
out the first edition of the Pdficaratraraksdé must go to
Sankhapuram Raghavicirya.l

11. Devanagan edition printed at Brindavan by
Dharanidhara Sastri and Smdharacarya.

In every one of the available manuscripts and
“editions noted above, there is a uniform break in_ the
third Adhikara after the words adwra=adl wiefy: aa-
el wEaEry . . ., in the topic relating to ijya
(worship and sacrificial rites). Naturally, this is a
matter which has caused deep disappointment: arid
regret to our editors and also to myself as I had'hoped

1 This book was obtamed from Conjeevaram Sm Tayarsan—
mdh1 Varadacarya.
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that the patient and devoted labours of our editors
would be rewarded by the discovery and restoration
of the missing portion dealing with so vitally important
a topic as yjyd. We hope and pray that further research
may soon lead to the discovery of the precious find.
For further details, those interested, are referred
to the masterly introduction in Sanskrit written by
the editor, Sri Vaidyaratna Pandit M. Duraiswami
Alyangar, wherein will also be found the details of certain
special features which are calculated to make this edition
specially valuable to critical students and scholars.
There is one valuable feature, however, which I must
mention here. It relates to a practice of our ancient
authors which has been of some disadvantage to modern
students.” In regard to many quotations cited as autho-
ritative texts (pramana-vakya-s) the ancient scholars
seemed to have taken for granted that the authorship
of such vakya-s would be so well known to other scholars
as not to require-any specific mention. This may not
have been a disadvantage so long as contemporary
scholars carried on the practice of committing to
memory. an incredibly large number of authoritative
texts and were, in fact, living and walking libraries
wherefrom reference to any authoritative passage could
be obtained automatically and with the greatest ease
from the mere mention of the text under reference.
In modern times, the race of such literary giants is
fast becoming extinct due to various causes, so that
modern scholars find it difficult to trace the original
sources.of many of the passages quoted in ancient
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writings. In regard to authoritative passages quoted
in the present publication, our author has followed the
ancient practice and has not given specific references to
original sources in many instances. It speaks volumes
for the patient industry and scholarly zeal of our editors
that they have been able to trace out the original sources
of as many as ninety-five per cent of the passages cited.
The results of this stupendous labour are incorporated
in the Indices printed at the end of the work. It is
difficult for me to find words to express my deep
gratitude to Pandit Duraiswami Aiyangar for the superb
manner in which he has performed his labour of love
and for the vast erudition, great enthusiasm and the
incomparable devotion which he has brought to bear
on the work of editing this publication. Sri Durai-
swami Aiyangar bears with distinction the title of Sri
Desika Darfana Dhurandhara bestowed upon him by
learned pandits in recognition of his eminent services
in spreading the message of Sri Vedanta Degika, the
author of the present publication. Naturally, the work
of editing was undertaken by him in the spirit of a
pious devotee preparing a worthy offering to be lovingly
placed at the feet of his master, Nigaminta Guru of
hallowed memory. Where jiigna (knowledge and wis-
dom) worked in happy union with fraddha (reverence
and faith) and bhakti (devotion), as in this case, the
result was bound to be an offering well worthy to be
placed at the feet of the Master; and so, it has been,
as discerning readers may see for themselves. We were
also fortunate in our Joint Editor, Sri Vedanta Siromani
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Pandit T. Venugopalacharya eminently qualified for
his role, not only by his learning and devotion but also
by his past services in spreading the message of the
Master, which have earned for him the title of Sri
De$ika Dar$ana Dhurandhara—a title which, as I have
already stated, our Editor bears with great distinction
and appropriateness. To both of them, I tender, once
again, my grateful thanks. I also join them in laying
this offering at the feet of the Master to whom, I am
sure, they would wish me to render respectful homage
in terms of the following verses sanctified by constant
and continual usage through hundreds of years:

YAIGTRANTS JTARAI0 |
AAFFIANT o Agrac 2w ||
Siw AgeigE: SEarFsERad |
JgraTEFal @ gfEar @' gl |
FEAMFHEET FRATRO |
g FEIAE AGFAGE 9 ||
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